INTRODUCTION
and truth I found in his poems without vexing myself to discuss if this deity of inward beauty, order, rhythm and sweetness had any relation to the canons of prosody invented by those who trade in rhymed verses. But a serious meditation made me feel that I sinned against the spirit of our saint. He never sacrificed one for tfie other. What is beautiful is holy, what is holy is beautiful; what is rich is substantial, what is substantial is rich. In his poems we find the enthusiasm and wonder of youth so well harmonised with the experience and wisdom of age. The language, form, the theme, the music and the melody of the rhythmic dance of Shri Nataraja with His Shakti whom he had witnessed in the cave of his heart-all these enchant the mind of the reader of his poems.
I shall discuss the teachings of St. Pattanathu Pillai under the three main headings of Religion, Philosophy and Mysticism. But, before I do this, let me give a brief sketch of the poet's life.
The Rev. Robert Caldwell seems to have thought that Pattnnathu Pillai belonged to the 17th century. He says in his book, "Comparative Grammar" (a very solid and useful book revised and published in the year 1875, though a further revision of it in the light of modern research, criticism and scholarship of Aryan and Dravidian cultures will enhance and improve its usefulness to students of Indian Philology): "Of the poems belonging to this period which have acquired a name, one of the earliest is the Tamil version of the Prabhu Linga Lila, a translation from the Canarese, which is considered the finest composition in Tamil pertaining to the Vira Saiva or Jangama sect. Another is a small ethical treatise called the Niti-neri-vilakkam, a portion of which is much used in schools. These belong to the close of the seventeenth century, to which period also probably belong the poems of Pattanathu Pillai." Of course, this cannot be accepted.
Professor Radhakrishnan in the very brief introductory note on Saiva Literature, in his second volume on Indian Philosophy, says: "The Saiva hymns compiled by Nambi AndarNambi (A.D.I000) are collectively called Tirumurai." Professor Radhakrishnan Js nearer the truth than Caldwell.
We find Patlannthu Pillni's hymns included in Tirumurai. Nambi Andar Nambi lived during llic reign of Kulnshckara. Kulashcknra reigned in the Intlcr pnit of (he ninth century. There is nothing extravagant in thinking that it takes some time to attain to the position to which our saint's hymns have attained.